Standards, Assessment, and Accountability

 The Board of Trustees is responsible for establishing what students should learn and adopts curriculum that enables students to achieve these academic goals.  The instructional program is aligned with the California State Department of Education guidelines and reflects the community’s desires for student success.

What are Standards?

STANDARDS tell us what we want our students to know and be able to do in all content areas: language arts, mathematics, history-social science, science, physical education, health science, visual and performing arts, and technology.  They also tell us how well students should be able to perform in each content area.

Educational Terms

ASSESSMENT Information is gathered about student learning to tell us if students have learned the curriculum.

· Standardized Norm-Referenced Assessment measures student performance against an established nationally normed group (e.g. SAT-9).

· Criterion-Referenced Assessment measures student achievement against a particular standard 
of performance (e.g. Camino Reading Assessment)

STANDARDS-BASED The instructional program is designed to meet standards established by the school district and state.  Students are assessed to measure their progress towards meeting the standards.

HIGH-STAKES TESTS The California Board of Education has established academic content standards for all students in the state.  The state requires that all students be tested to measure if they are meeting these academic standards.  Decisions about promotion and retention may be made based on the test results.

PROMOTION Students must meet standards of expected achievement established by the Board of Trustees in order to be promoted to the next grade.

RETENTION Students will be retained in the current grade if district standards of expected achievement are not met.  Emphasis is on reading in grades 2 and 3 and on reading, written expression, and mathematics in grades 4, 5 and 6.  The classroom teacher will inform parents at the earliest possible time in the school year if a child is at risk for retention.

ACCOUNTABILITY The school district is accountable to parents, students, teachers, the community and the state for the success of its students.  The school will provide a plan for what to do if students are not meeting the standards.  (See “How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?”)

PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION Research tells us that children can learn to their fullest potential by becoming successful learners at an early age.  The district acts to prevent school failure by beginning to assess children in kindergarten and providing extra service (intervention) as soon as children are identified.  Additional opportunities to learn are provided.  (See “How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?”)

RUBRIC A rubric is a scoring guide used by students and teachers.  A student works toward meeting the guidelines set on the rubric (e.g. a writing rubric describes the characteristics of an exemplary piece of writing).  A student can use the rubric to understand and meet the goals of a writing assignment.

How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?


       Student progress is measured with multiple assessments throughout the school year.  Students who begin to fall behind the expected grade level goals are given support in a variety of ways including:

· WELL-TRAINED TEACHERS and SUPPORT STAFF monitor the progress of all students.

· The STUDENT STUDY TEAM is a process of reviewing individual student difficulties and planning alternative strategies to ensure student success.

· The TITLE I program serves students who are below grade level expectations.  Students are given supplemental instruction.

· The SPECIAL EDUCATION program and Section 504 plans serve students who have been identified with specific learning disabilities or other health impairments.

· The SUMMER SCHOOL program is designed to provide remedial instruction and enrichment classes.

· The HOMEWORK CLUB for grades 4 through 8.

What Can Parents Do To Promote Student Success

In a Standards-Based Educational Program?

BE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT STUDENT ACADEMIC STANDARDS

· Volunteer in your child’s classroom
· Attend parent workshops
· Read information about standards on the district web site
· Attend school events (e.g. Back-to-School, Open House, concerts)
· Read the school newsletter
· Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher
· Attend parent/teacher conferences
· Participate in school and district committees (e.g. School Site Council, Parent Club, Biliteracy Parent Group)
PROVIDE A STRONG EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND FOR YOUR CHILD

· Set high goals for your child’s success in school

· Ensure regular school attendance

· Participate in homework activities

· Strengthen communication by listening and talking

· Set up daily routines in your home

· Make regular visits to the public library

· Read to your child

· Establish family reading time

· Limit television watching

· Spend special time with your child (play games, go places together, visit friends)

· Support physical fitness development

· Support your child’s developing technology skills

· Develop key life skills (e.g. time management, self-discipline, caring, honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and decision-making.)

Communicating Results

 The district communicates results of student progress toward standards in many ways.  Just a few are described here:

PROGRESS REPORTS AND REPORT CARDS

The school year is divided into four quarters.  School personnel notify parents/guardians of student progress through phone calls, written progress reports and/or report cards.  Report cards are sent home at the end of the quarter or given to parents/guardians at conferences.

Progress reports or report cards show parents/guardians a student’s progress toward meeting standards.  The district has established end-of-the-year levels of expected student achievement.  Teachers and assistants assess a student’s progress toward these end-of-year goals throughout the school year.  Title I does reading assessments every trimester.  Summer school and other supplemental instructional programs will be recommended for students who are at risk of retention because it does not appear that end-of-the-year goals will be met.

PARENT CONFERENCES

Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled during the year.  Mini-minimum days are scheduled during conference week: students have a shorter day and conferences are held after the school day ends.  Student work and assessments are used to show how the student is progressing toward meeting grade-level expectations.

ASSESSMENTS

The school uses a variety of assessments to measure student progress.  The results are communicated to parents. 

· Target Reading Assessment (Camino Reading Assessment)
Reading Development is monitored from the day a child enters kindergarten.  A variety of assessments are given

three times during the school year.  Students who begin to fall behind the expected grade-level goal are given extra

instruction.  Parents will be notified as early in the school year as possible if a student is at risk for retention based 

on assessment.

· SAT-9/STAR
The Stanford Achievement Test 9th Edition (SAT-9) is a test given to students in grades 1 through 8.  It is a norm-referenced test required by the California Board of Education as a way of measuring student achievement throughout the state.  The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program includes additional tests in language arts and mathematics.  Parents receive SAT-9/STAR student reports in June.  Schools use the student and school reports to place students in supplemental instructional programs and to report district progress towards standards.

Language Arts

The language arts content standards describe the skills, knowledge, and abilities all students should be able to master at specific grade levels.  Language skills are essential tools because they serve as the basis for future learning and career develop-

ment.  They enrich the human spirit, foster responsible citizenship, and secure our collective wisdom as a nation.

Key Standards for Grade 6

By the end of sixth grade, students fluently read grade-level text.  Instruction focuses on active engagement with text, and students analyze, identify, define, explain, and critique what they read.  Students write more complex compositions using a variety of organizational patterns and research techniques.  Students deliver focused, coherent presentations that demonstrate a range of speaking skills and strategies.

READING—WORD RECOGNITION

· Read narrative and expository text aloud with fluency and accuracy

READING—VOCABULARY AND CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

· Identify and interpret figurative language and words with multiple meanings

· Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words and use accurately

· Understand and use “shades of meaning” in related words (e.g. softly and quietly)

READING COMPREHENSION

· Identify the structural features of popular media (e.g. newspapers) and use the features to obtain information

· Connect and clarify main ideas in related works

· Clarify an understanding of text by creating outlines, logical notes, summaries or reports

· Critique writing for instances of unsupported inferences, fallacious reasoning, persuasion, and propaganda

LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS

· Identify the forms of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form

· Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character (e.g. courage or cowardice) on the plot and resolution of the conflict

· Analyze the influence of setting on the problem and its resolution

· Define how tone or meaning is conveyed in poetry (e.g. word choice, figurative language, rhyme)

WRITING-STRATEGIES

· Create multiple-paragraph narrative and expository compositions
· Use a variety of effective and coherent organizational patterns (e.g. compare and contrast, order of importance)
· Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs
WRITING-APPLICATIONS

· Write narratives, expository compositions, research reports, responses to literature, and persuasive compositions

WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

· Use simple, compound, and compound-complex sentences; use effective coordination and subordination of ideas

· Identify and properly use indefinite pronouns and other verb tenses to ensure agreement with compound subjects

· Use colons, semicolons and commas correctly

· Use correct capitalization

· Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g. their, they’re, there)

· Daily Oral Reading

LISTENING AND SPEAKING

· Identify the tone, mood, and emotion conveyed in oral communication

· Select a focus, an organizational structure, and a point of view, matching the purpose, message, occasion, and vocal modulation to the audience

· Support opinions with detailed evidence and with visual or media displays

· Deliver narrative presentations, informative presentations, oral responses to literature, persuasive presentations, and presentations on problems and solutions

Mathematics

The content standards express what all students can and need to learn in mathematics and prepare them for the study of advanced mathematics, for science and technical careers and for post-secondary study in all content areas.

The content standards of the mathematics curriculum are divided into strands: Number Sense, Algebra and Functions, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics, Data Analysis and Probability, and Mathematical Reasoning.  Mathematics content builds from grade to grade and different emphasis is placed on the strands at each grade level.

Key Standards for Grade 6

By the end of sixth grade, students have mastered the four arithmetic operations (+, -, x, () with positive and negative numbers, whole numbers, fractions, and decimals; they accurately compute and solve problems.  They apply their knowledge to statistics and probability.  Students understand the concept of and how to calculate the range, mean, median, and mode of data sets.  They analyze data and sampling processes for possible bias and misleading conclusions, and they use addition and multiplication of fractions routinely to calculate probabilities.  Students conceptually understand and work with ratios and proportions; they compute percentages (e.g. tax, tips, interest).  Students know about ( and the formulas for the circumference and area of a circle.  They use letters for numbers in formulas involving geometric shapes and in representing an unknown part of a ratio.  They solve 1-step linear equations.

NUMBER SENSE

· Compare and order positive and negative fractions, decimals, and mixed numbers and place them on a number line
· Interpret and use ratios in different contexts (e.g. batting averages, miles per hour) to show the relative sizes of two quantities using appropriate notations (e.g. a/b, a to b, a:b)
· Calculate given percentages of quantities and solve problems involving discounts at sales, interest earned and tips
· Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of positive fractions and explain why a particular operation was used for a given situation.
· Determine the least common multiple and greatest common divisor of whole numbers.  Use them to solve problems with fractions (e.g. to find a common denominator in order to add two fractions or to find the reduced form for a fraction)
ALGEBRA AND FUNCTIONS

· Write and solve one-step linear equations in one variable

· Demonstrate understanding that rate is a measure of one quantity per unit value of another quantity

· Use variables in expressions describing geometric quantities (e.g. P= 2w + 2l, A = ½bh, C = ( d- the formulas for the perimeter of a rectangle, the area of a triangle, and the circumference of a circle, respectively).

MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY

· Understand the concept of a constant number like (.  Know the formula for circumference and area of a circle

· Use the properties of complementary and supplementary angles and of the angles of a triangle to solve problems involving an unknown angle

· Introduce terminology, use the protractor, and use order of operations in basic operations.

STATISTICS, DATA ANALYSIS, AND PROBABILITY

· Compute the range, mean, median, and mode of data sets.

· Identify different ways of selecting a sample (e.g. convenience sampling, those who respond to a survey, random sampling) and which makes a sample more representative for a population

· Represent all possible outcomes for compound events in an organized way (e.g. tables, grids, tree diagrams) and express the theoretical probability of each outcome

History-Social Science

The History-Social Science standards indicate content for each grade.  They are developed around the belief that in order to be competitive in the 21st century, graduates of California public schools must understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and be able to employ historical literacy to make informed decisions about the future.

Standards for Grade 6

WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

· Describe what is known through archaeological studies of the early physical and cultural development of mankind from the Paleolithic Era to the agricultural revolution.

· Analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of early civilizations.  Civilizations to be studied may include: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Kush, the Ancient Hebrews, Ancient Greece, China, and Rome.

Science

The science standards indicate content for each grade.  Earth, life, and physical science are taught through integrated, thematic units.  The science program emphasizes the demonstration and use of scientific thinking process: observing, communicating, comparing, ordering, categorizing, relating, inferring and applying.

Standards for Grade 6

Focus on Earth Science

PLATE TECHTONICS AND EARTH’S STUCTURE

Plate tectonics accounts for important features of Earth’s surface and major geologic events. As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know evidence of plate tectonics is derived from the fit of the continents; the location of earthquakes, volcanoes, and mid-ocean ridges; and the distribution of fossils, rock types, and ancient climatic zones.

· Students know Earth is composed of several layers: a cold, brittle lithosphere: a hot, convecting mantle; and a dense, metallic core.

· Students know lithospheric plates the size of continents and oceans move at rates of centimeters per year in response to movement in the mantle.

· Students know that earthquakes are sudden motions along breaks in the crust called faults and that volcanoes and fissures are locations where magma reaches the surface.

· Students know major geologic events, such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and mountains building, result from plate motions.

· Students know how to explain major features of California geology (including mountains, faults, volcanoes) in terms of plate tectonics.

· Students know how to determine the epicenter of an earthquake and know that the effects of an earthquake on any region vary, depending on the size of the earthquake, the distance of the region from the epicenter, the local geology, and the type of construction in the region.

SHAPING EARTH’S SURFACE

Topography is reshaped by the weathering of rock and soil and by the transportation and deposition of sediment.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know water running downhill is the dominant process in shaping the landscape, including California’s landscape.
· Students know rivers and streams are dynamic systems that erode, transport sediment, change course, and flood their banks in natural and recurring patterns.
· Students know beaches are dynamic systems in which the sand is supplied by rivers and moved along the coast by the action of waves.
· Students know earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, landslides, landslides, and floods change human and wildlife habitats.
HEAT (THERMAL ENERGY) (PHYSICAL SCIENCE)

Heat moves in a predictable flow from warmer objects to cooler objects until all the objects are at the same temperature.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know energy can be carried from one place to another by heat flow or by waves, including water, light and sound waves, or by moving objects.

· Students know that when fuel is consumed, most of the energy released becomes heat energy.

· Students know heat flows in solids by conduction (which involves no flow of matter) and in fluids by conduction and by convection (which involves flow of matter). 

· Students know heat energy is also transferred between objects by radiation (radiation can travel through space).

ENERGY IN THE EARTH SYSTEM

Many phenomena on Earth’s surface are affected by the transfer of energy through radiation and convection currents.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know the sum is the major source of energy for phenomena on Earth’s surface; it powers wind, ocean currents, and the water cycle.

· Students know solar energy reaches Earth through radiation, mostly in the form of visible light.

· Students know heat from Earth’s interior reaches the surface primarily through convection.

· Students know convection currents distribute heat in the atmosphere and oceans.

· Students know differences in pressure, heat, air movement, and humidity result in changes of weather.

· Nutritional factors have an effect on the human body.

· Students can influence their own health through improved eating habits.

· Students learn about anatomy and physiology through “The Great Body Shop”.

ECOLOGY (LIFE SCIENCE)

Organisms in ecosystems exchange energy and nutrients among themselves and with the environment.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know energy entering ecosystems as sunlight is transferred by producers into chemical energy through photosynthesis and then from organism to organism through food webs.

· Students know matter is transferred over time from one organism to others in the food web and between organisms and the physical environment.

· Students know populations of organisms can be categorized by the functions they serve in an ecosystem.

· Students know different kinds of organisms may play similar ecological roles in similar biomes.

· Students know the number and types of organisms an ecosystem can support depends on the resources available and on abiotic factors, such as quantities of light and water, a range of temperatures, and soil composition.

RESOURCES

Sources of energy and materials digger in amounts, distribution, usefulness, and the time required for their formation.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know the utility of energy sources is determined by factors that are involved in converting these sources to useful forms and the consequences of the conversion process.

· Students know different natural energy and material resources, including air, soil, rocks, minerals, petroleum, fresh water, wildlife, and forests, and know how to classify them as renewable or nonrenewable.

· Students know the natural origin of the materials used to make common objects.

INVESTIGATION AND EXPERIMENTATION

Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.  Students should develop their own questions and perform investigations.  As a basis for understanding this concept and addressing the content in the other three strands, students should develop their own questions and perform investigations. Students will:

· Develop a hypothesis.

· Select and use appropriate tools and technology (including calculators, computers, balances, spring scales, microscopes, and binoculars) to perform tests, collect data, and display data.

· Construct appropriate graphs from data and develop qualitative statements about relationships between variables.

· Communicate the steps and results from an investigation in written reports and oral presentations.

· Recognize whether evidence is consistent with a proposed explanation.

· Read a topographic may and a geologic map for evidence provided on the maps and construct and interpret a simple scale map.

· Interpret events by sequence and time from natural phenomena (e.g., the relative ages of rocks and intrusions).

· Identify changes in natural phenomena over time without manipulating the phenomena (e.g., a tree limb, a grove of trees, a stream, a hillslope). 

Physical Education

The standards in physical education set a vision for all students to be physically educated and have fun while moving.  A physically educated person is one who has mastered the necessary movement skills to participate confidently in many different forms of physical activity, values, fitness, and understands that both are related to health and well being.

Health Science

The health science content is taught through “The Great Body Shop” program.  It emphasizes: Personal Health; Consumer & Community Health; Injury Prevention & Safety; Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drugs; Safe Schools; Nutrition; Environmental Health; and Individual Growth and Development.

Visual and Performing Arts

The Visual and Performing Arts is a part of the core curriculum for all students to ensure that all experience the power and beauty of the arts.  Arts education helps students develop a wide range of skills that they can use in many disciplines.  It stimulates originality and creative ability in students and can play an important role in preparing students for careers and life-long learning.

The goals of the Camino School Visual and Performing Arts Program are as follows:

· To ensure students will acquire knowledge of and develop skills in the visual and performing arts

· To enable all students to expand their creative potential

· To empower all students to value the arts through knowledge of, experiences with, and expression in the arts

· To provide all students with multicultural opportunities

· To ensure all students learn visual and performing arts within an integrated curriculum which is enriched by literature and draws upon students’ own experiences

Technology

The Camino Union School District technology standards are intended to provide benchmarks so that teachers, students, and parents may more easily measure progress made towards broader national standards.  These technology skills are important tools to increase student learning and achievement.

Standards for Grade 6

BASICS

· Use proper keyboard fingering, techniques and posture

· Touch type at 15 words per minute

· Install software

APPLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

· Create a database with five fields and generate reports from it

· Create a multimedia research report

· Create a word processing document with graphics and columns

RESEARCH
· Collect information from a variety of sources including the Internet and print mediums
· Learn about effective search techniques

· Evaluate sources for relevance

Our Local Resource Available All Over the World:

http://cusd.edcoe.k12.ca.us/
Using Our Web Site to Help Your Child Succeed

Did you know that Camino Union School District maintains an up-to-date web site?  This location on the web has resources for parents and students including links to sites for academic assistance, parenting advice, using the Internet with children, and much more.  From this site, you can also link to your child’s school web site.

To access our site, point your browser to the address above or type in Camino Union School on any search engine.

Once in the site, you may wish to visit:

There are many other resources at our web site that you will want to explore.  Please note that we are building and adding to our site frequently and we encourage your feedback. 
