Standards, Assessment, and Accountability

 The Board of Trustees is responsible for establishing what students should learn and adopts curriculum that enables students to achieve these academic goals.  The instructional program is aligned with the California State Department of Education guidelines and reflects the community’s desires for student success.

What are Standards?

STANDARDS tell us what we want our students to know and be able to do in all content areas: language arts, mathematics, history-social science, science, physical education, health science, visual and performing arts, and technology.  They also tell us how well students should be able to perform in each content area.

Educational Terms

ASSESSMENT Information is gathered about student learning to tell us if students have learned the curriculum.

· Standardized Norm-Referenced Assessment measures student performance against an established nationally normed group (e.g. SAT-9).

· Criterion-Referenced Assessment measures student achievement against a particular standard 
of performance (e.g. Camino Reading Assessment)

STANDARDS-BASED The instructional program is designed to meet standards established by the school district and state.  Students are assessed to measure their progress towards meeting the standards.

HIGH-STAKES TESTS The California Board of Education has established academic content standards for all students in the state.  The state requires that all students be tested to measure if they are meeting these academic standards.  Decisions about promotion and retention may be made based on the test results.

PROMOTION FROM 7TH TO 8TH GRADE Students in grade 7 must not fail more than two trimester courses during the 7th grade.

GRADUATION FROM 8TH GRADE  To graduate from 8th grade, students must not fail more than two trimester courses during the 7th and 8th grade.  With the exception of electives, the failing grades cannot both be during the same school year in a single curriculum area.  Students must also pass the district adopted minimum competency requirements.  (To participate in the graduation exercises, students must pass all courses in the trimester immediately preceding graduation and must maintain satisfactory citizenship as determined by the school site administration).

ACCOUNTABILITY The school district is accountable to parents, students, teachers, the community and the state for the success of its students.  The school will provide a plan for what to do if students are not meeting the standards.  (See “How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?”)

PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION Research tells us that children can learn to their fullest potential by becoming successful learners at an early age.  The district acts to prevent school failure by beginning to assess children in kindergarten and providing extra service (intervention) as soon as children are identified.  Additional opportunities to learn are provided.  (See “How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?”)

RUBRIC A rubric is a scoring guide used by students and teachers.  A student works toward meeting the guidelines set on the rubric (e.g. a writing rubric describes the characteristics of an exemplary piece of writing).  A student can use the rubric to understand and meet the goals of a writing assignment.

How Does the District Help Students Meet Standards?


       Student progress is measured with multiple assessments throughout the school year.  Students who begin to fall behind the expected grade level goals are given support in a variety of ways including:

· WELL-TRAINED TEACHERS and SUPPORT STAFF monitor the progress of all students.

· The STUDENT STUDY TEAM is a process of reviewing individual student difficulties and planning alternative strategies to ensure student success.

· The TITLE I program serves students who are below grade level expectations.  Students are given supplemental instruction.

· The SPECIAL EDUCATION program and Section 504 plans serve students who have been identified with specific learning disabilities or other health impairments.

· The  SATURDAY SCHOOL program is designed to provide remedial instruction and enrichment classes.

· The HOMEWORK CLUB for grades 4 through 8.

What Can Parents Do To Promote Student Success

In a Standards-Based Educational Program?

BE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT STUDENT ACADEMIC STANDARDS

· Volunteer in your child’s classroom
· Attend parent workshops
· Read information about standards on the district web site
· Attend school events (e.g. Back-to-School, Open House, concerts)
· Read the school newsletter
· Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher
· Attend parent/teacher conferences
· Participate in school and district committees (e.g. School Site Council, Parent Club, Biliteracy Parent Group)
· Homework hotline
PROVIDE A STRONG EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND FOR YOUR CHILD

· Set high goals for your child’s success in school

· Ensure regular school attendance

· Participate in homework activities

· Strengthen communication by listening and talking

· Set up daily routines in your home

· Make regular visits to the public library

· Read to your child

· Establish family reading time

· Limit television watching

· Spend special time with your child (play games, go places together, visit friends)

· Support physical fitness development

· Support your child’s developing technology skills

· Develop key life skills (e.g. time management, self-discipline, caring, honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and decision-making.)

Communicating Results

 The district communicates results of student progress toward standards in many ways.  Just a few are described here:

PROGRESS REPORTS AND REPORT CARDS

The school year is divided into four quarters.  School personnel notify parents/guardians of student progress through phone calls, written progress reports and/or report cards.  Report cards are sent home at the end of the quarter or given to parents/guardians at conferences.

Progress reports or report cards show parents/guardians a student’s progress toward meeting standards.  The district has established end-of-the-year levels of expected student achievement.  Teachers and assistants assess a student’s progress toward these end-of-year goals throughout the school year.  Title I does reading assessments every trimester.  Summer school and other supplemental instructional programs will be recommended for students who are at risk of retention because it does not appear that end-of-the-year goals will be met.

PARENT CONFERENCES

Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled during the year.  Mini-minimum days are scheduled during conference week: students have a shorter day and conferences are held after the school day ends.  Student work and assessments are used to show how the student is progressing toward meeting grade-level expectations.

ASSESSMENTS

The school uses a variety of assessments to measure student progress.  The results are communicated to parents. 

· Target Reading Assessment (Camino Reading Assessment)
Reading Development is monitored from the day a child enters kindergarten.  A variety of assessments are given

three times during the school year.  Students who begin to fall behind the expected grade-level goal are given extra

instruction.  Parents will be notified as early in the school year as possible if a student is at risk for retention based 

on assessment.

· District Competencies
During the spring, all students in grade 8 participate in a math/reading/language/writing/social science assessment.  All students receive a writing rubric and write on the same “prompt.”  Teachers score the writing with the rubric and students review their own results.

· SAT-9/STAR
The Stanford Achievement Test 9th Edition (SAT-9) is a test given to students in grades 1 through 8.  It is a norm-referenced test required by the California Board of Education as a way of measuring student achievement throughout the state.  The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program includes additional tests in language arts and mathematics.  Parents receive SAT-9/STAR student reports in June.  Schools use the student and school reports to place students in supplemental instructional programs and to report district progress towards standards.

Language Arts

The language arts content standards describe the skills, knowledge, and abilities all students should be able to master at specific grade levels.  Language skills are essential tools because they serve as the basis for future learning and career develop-

ment.  They enrich the human spirit, foster responsible citizenship, and secure our collective wisdom as a nation.  Although these standards are primarily taught in the language arts curriculum, it is understood that they will also be addressed in other content areas.

Key Standards for Grade 7 and Grade 8

READING—VOCABULARY AND CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

· Analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases

· Verify the meaning of words by definition, restatement, example, comparison, or contrast

· Use knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to understand content area vocabulary

READING COMPREHENSION

· Analyze text which uses proposition-and-support patterns (e.g. textbooks, newspapers, instructional manuals, signs)

· Find similarities and differences among texts in the treatment, scope, or organization of ideas

· Assess the adequacy, accuracy, and appropriateness of the author’s evidence to support claims and assertions, noting instances of bias and stereotyping

LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS

· Determine and articulate the relationship among the purposes and characteristics of different forms of prose (e.g. short story, novel, novella, essay) and poetry (e.g. ballad, lyric, couplet)

· Evaluate the structural elements of the plot (e.g. foreshadowing, future actions, subplots, parallel episodes, climax), the plot’s development, and how (and whether) conflicts are (or are not) addressed and resolved

· Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar situations or conflicts

· Analyze relevance of setting (place, time, and customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of text

· Identify significant literary devices that define a writer’s style (e.g. metaphor, symbolism, and dialect), and use those elements to interpret the work

· Analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions, attitudes, and beliefs of its author

· Identify and analyze recurring themes across works (e.g. bravery, loneliness, loyalty, friendship)

WRITING-STRATEGIES

· Create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have a coherent thesis, and/or make a clear and well-supported conclusion
· Establish coherence through effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques
· Revise writing for word choice, appropriate organization; consistent point of view, and transitions among paragraphs, passages, and ideas
· Support all statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and/or specific examples
· Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research
· Give credit for both quoted and paraphrased information in a bibliography using a consistent and sanctioned format and methodology for citation
· Revise writing to improve organization and word choice after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary
Language Arts--Continued

WRITING APPLICATIONS

· Write biographies, autobiographies, short stories, or narratives; write responses to literature; write research reports; persuasive compositions; documents related to career development (e.g. simple business letters, job applications, technical documents)

· 7th grade long term project

· 8th grade search paper

WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

· Use correct and varied sentence types and sentence openings to reinforce to presentation of a lively and effective personal style

· Identify and use parallel structure in all written discourse, including similar grammatical forms to present items in a series and complements

· Edit written manuscripts to reflect proper grammar

· Use correct punctuation and capitalization

· Use correct spelling conventions

· Place modifiers properly, and use active voice

· Identify all parts of speech and types and structure of sentences

· Sentence diagraming

· Identify and use hyphen, dash, brackets, and semi-colon and use them correctly

· Use correct capitalization

· Spell derivatives correctly by applying the spellings of bases and affixes

· Demonstrate knowledge of general spelling rules

LISTENING AND SPEAKING  May be covered in other classes (e.g. social science, public speaking, science, and drama)

· Analyze oral interpretations of literature and the effect of the interpretation on the listener

· Paraphrase a speaker’s purpose and point of view and ask relevant questions concerning content, delivery, and purpose

· Organize information to achieve a particular purpose when speaking to an audience 

· Prepare a speech outline based upon a chosen pattern of organization

· Use audience feedback to modify structure or meaning

· Evaluate the credibility of a speaker

· Deliver narrative presentations; oral responses to literature; research presentations; persuasive presentations; and recite poems, sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies.

Mathematics

The content standards express what all students can and need to learn in mathematics and prepare them for the study of advanced mathematics, for science and technical careers and for post-secondary study in all content areas.

The content standards of the mathematics curriculum are divided into strands: Number Sense, Algebra and Functions, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics, Data Analysis and Probability, and Mathematical Reasoning.  Mathematics content builds from grade to grade and different emphasis is placed on the strands at each grade level.

Key Standards for Grade 7

Seventh grade mathematics prepares students for Algebra in the 8th grade.  By the end of seventh grade, students are adept at manipulating numbers and equations and understand the general principles at work.  They understand and use factoring of numerator and denominators and properties of exponents.  They know the Pythagorean Theorem and solve problems where they compute the length of an unknown side.  Students know how to compute the surface area and volume of 3-D objects and understand how they change under a change in scale.  Students convert between different units of measurement.  They know and use different representations of fractional numbers (fractions, decimals, and percent) and are proficient at changing from one to another.  They increase their facility with ration and proportion and compute percentages of increase and decrease and simple compound interest.  They graph linear functions and understand the idea of slope and its relation to ratio.  

NUMBER SENSE

· Add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers and take rational numbers to whole number powers.
· Differentiate between rational and irrational numbers.
· Know that every fraction is either a terminating or repeating decimal and be able to convert terminating decimals into reduced fractions.
· Add and subtract fractions using factoring to find common denominators.
· Multiply, divide, and simplify rational numbers by using exponent rules.
· Understand the meaning of the absolute value of a number; interpret the absolute value as the distance of the number from zero on a number line; and determine the absolute value of real numbers. 
ALGEBRA AND FUNCTIONS

· Use variables and appropriate operations to write an expression, an equation, an inequality, or a system of equations or inequalities that represents a verbal description (e.g., three less than a number, half as large as area A).

· Simplify numerical expressions by applying properties of rational numbers (e.g., identity, inverse, distributive, associative, commutative), and justify the process used.

· Represent quantitative relationships graphically and interpret the meaning of a specific part of a graph in the situation represented by the graph.

· Interpret positive whole number powers as repeated multiplication and negative whole number powers as repeated division or multiplication by the multiplicative inverse.  

Simplify and evaluate expressions that include exponents.

· Graph linear functions, noting that the vertical change (change in y-value) per unit horizontal change (change in x-value) is always the same and know that the ratio (“rise over run”) is called the slope of a graph

· Plot values of the quantities whose ratio is always the same (cost to the number of an item, feet to inches, circumference to diameter of a circle).  Fit a line to the plot and understand that the slope of the line equals the ratio of the quantities.

· Solve two-step linear equations and inequalities in one variable over the rational numbers, interpret the solution or solutions in the context from which they arose, and verify the reasonableness of the results.

· Solve multi-step problems involving rate, average speed, distance, and time or a direct variation.

MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY

· Use measures expressed as rates (e.g. speed, density) and measures expressed as products (e.g. person-days) to solve problems, check the units of the solutions; and use dimensional analysis to check the reasonableness of the answer

· Use formulas routinely for finding the perimeter and area of basic two-dimensional figures and the surface area and volume of basic three-dimensional figures, including rectangles, parallelograms, trapezoids, squares, triangles, circles, prisms, and cylinders.

· Know and understand the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse and use it to find the length of the missing side of a right triangle and length of other line segments, and, in some situations, empirically verify the Pythagorean Theorem by direct measurement

· Demonstrate an understanding of conditions that indicate two geometric figures are congruent and what congruence means about the relationships between the sides and angles of the two figures

STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY

· Know various forms of display for data sets, including a stem-and-leaf plot or box-and whisker plot; use the forms to display a single set of data or to compare tow sets of data.

· Represent two numerical variables on a scatter-plot and informally describe how the data points are distributed and any apparent relationship that exists between the two variables (e.g., between time spent on homework and grade level).

· Understand the meaning of, and be able to compute, the minimum, the lower quartile, the median, the upper quartile and the maximum of a data set

Mathematics—Continued

Key Standards for Grade 8
At eighth grade, students continue to work on the curriculum described for grade 7 or progress into Algebra I.  In Algebra, students develop an understanding of the symbolic language of mathematics and the sciences.  In addition, algebraic skills and concepts are developed and used in a wide variety of problem solving situations.

ALGEBRA I

· Students identify and use the arithmetic properties of subsets of integers, rational, irrational and real numbers.  

· Students understand and use such operations as taking the opposite, reciprocal, raising to a power, and taking a root.  

· Students simplify expressions prior to solving linear equations and inequalities in one variable such as                       3(2x – 5) + 4(x – 2) = 12.

· Students solve multi-step problems, including word problems, involving linear equations and linear inequalities in one variable, with justification of each step.

· Students graph a linear equation, and compute the x- and y- intercepts (e.g. graph 2x + 6y = 4).  They are also able to sketch the region defined by linear inequality (e.g. sketch the region defined by 2x + 6y < 4).

· Students verify that a point lies on a line given an equation of the line.  Students are able to derive linear equations using the point-slope formula or the slope-intercept formula.

· Students understand the concepts of parallel lines and how their slopes are related.  Students are able to find the equation of a line parallel to a given line that passes through a given point.

· Students add, subtract, multiply, and divide monomials and polynomials.  Students solve multi-step problems, including word problems, using these techniques.

· Students understand the concepts of a relation and a function, determine whether a given relation defines a function, and give pertinent information about given relations and functions.

· Students determine the domain of independent variables, and range of dependent variables defined by a graph, a set of ordered pairs, or symbolic expression.

· Students determine whether a relation defined by a graph, a set of ordered pairs, or symbolic expression is a function and justify the conclusion.

· Students use Trigonometric Functions to find the missing parts of a right triangle.

· Student understand angle; complimentary, supplementary, and sum of the angles of a triangle.

History-Social Science

The History-Social Science standards indicate content for each grade.  They are developed around the belief that in order to be competitive in the 21st century, graduates of California public schools must understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and be able to employ historical literacy to make informed decisions about the future.

Standards for Grade 7

WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY: MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN TIMES

· Analyze the causes and effects of the vast expansion and ultimate disintegration of the Roman Empire as compared to Ancient Greece

· Analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages, China in the Middle Ages, Medieval Japan, Medieval Europe, and the Mesoamerican and Andean

· Analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the Sub-Saharan civilizations of Ghana and Mali in the Medieval Africa.

· Analyze the origins, accomplishments and geographic diffusion of the Renaissance.

· Analyze the historical developments of the Reformation.

· Analyze the historical developments of the Scientific Revolution and its lasting effect on religious, political and cultural institutions.

· Analyze political and economic change in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries (Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, and the Age of Reason).

Standards for Grade 8

UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY: GROWTH AND CONFLICT

· Understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy.

· Analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government.

· Understand the foundation of the American political system and the ways in which citizens participate in it.

· Analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation.

· Analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic.

· Analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid-1800’s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast, the South and the West.

· Analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

· Analyze the multiple causes, key events and complex consequences of the Civil War.

· Analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction.

· Analyze the transformation of the American economy and the changing social and political conditions in the United States in response to the Industrial Revolution.

Science

The science standards indicate content for each grade.  Earth, life, and physical science are taught through integrated, thematic units.  The science program emphasizes the demonstration and use of scientific thinking process: observing, communicating, comparing, ordering, categorizing, relating, inferring and applying.  The program also teaches values and ethics through relating science to the community and society.

Standards for Grade 7

Focus on Life Science

CELL BIOLOGY

All living organisms are composed of cells, from just one to many trillions, whose details usually are visible only through a microscope. As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know cells function similarly in all living organisms

· Students know the characteristics that distinguish plant cells from animal cells, including chloroplasts and cell walls

· Students know the nucleus is the repository for genetic information in plant and animal cells.

· Students know that mitochondria liberate energy for the work that cells do and that chloroplasts capture sunlight energy for photosynthesis.

· Students know cells divide to increase their numbers through a process of mitosis, which results in two daughter cells with identical sets of chromosomes.

· Students know that as multi-cellular organisms develop, their cells differentiate

GENETICS

A typical cell of any organism contains genetic instructions that specify its traits.  Those traits may be modified by environmental influences.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know the differences between life cycles and reproduction methods of sexual and asexual organisms.

· Students know sexual reproduction produces offspring that inherit half their genes for each parent.

· Students know an inherited trait can be determined by one or more genes

· Students know plant and animal cells contain many thousands of different genes and typically have two copies of every gene.  The two copies (or alleles) of the gene may or may not by identical, and one may be dominant in determining the phenotype while the other is recessive.

· Students know DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is the genetic material of living organisms and is located in the chromosomes of each cell.
EVOLUTION

Biological evolution accounts for the diversity of species developed through gradual processes over many generations. As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know both genetic variation and environmental factors are causes of evolution and diversity of organisms.

· Students know the reasoning used by Charles Darwin in reaching his conclusion that natural selection is the mechanism of evolution.

· Students know how independent lines of evidence from geology, fossils, and comparative anatomy provide the bases for the theory of evolution.

· Students know how to construct a simple branching diagram to classify living groups of organisms by shared derived characteristics and how to expand the diagram to include fossil organisms. 

· Students know that extinction of a species occurs when the environment changes and that the adaptive characteristics of a species are insufficient for its survival.

EARTH AND LIFE HISTORY (EARTH SCIENCE)

Evidence from rocks allows us to understand the evolution of life on Earth.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know Earth processes today are similar to those that occurred in the past and slow geologic processes have large cumulative effects over long periods of time,

· Students know the history of life on Earth has been disrupted by major catastrophic events, such as major volcanic eruptions or the impacts of asteroids.

· Students know that evidence from geologic layers and radioactive dieting indicates Earth is approximately 4.6 billion years old and that life on this planet has existed for more than 3 billion years.

· Students know fossils provide evidence of how life and environmental conditions have changed.

· Students know how movements of Earth’s continental and oceanic plates through time, with associated changes in climate and geographic connection, have affected the past and present distribution of organisms.

· Students know how to explain significant developments and extinctions of plant and animal life on the geologic time scale.

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION IN LIVING SYSTEMS

The anatomy and physiology of plants and animals illustrate the complementary nature of structure and function.

· Students know plants and animals have levels of organization for structure and function, including cells, tissues, organs, organ systems, and the whole organism.

· Students know organ systems function because of the contributions of individual organs, tizzies, and cells.  The failure of any part can affect the entire system.

· Students know how bones and muscles work together to provide a structural framework for movement. 

· Students know how the reproductive organs of the human female and male generate eggs and sperm and how sexual activity may lead to fertilization and pregnancy.

· Students know the function of the umbilicus and placenta during pregnancy.

· Students know the structures and processes by which flowering plants generate pollen, ovules, seeds, and fruit.

· Students know how to relate the structures of the eye and ear to their functions. 

PHYSICAL PRINCIPLES IN LIVING SYSTEMS (PHYSICAL SCIENCE)

Physical principles underlie biological structures and functions.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know visible light is a small band within a very broad electromagnetic spectrum.

· Students know that for an object to be seen, light emitted by or scattered from it must be detected by the eye.

· Students know light travels in straight lines if the medium it travels through does not change.

· Students know how simple lenses are used in a magnifying glass, the eye, a camera, a telescope, and a microscope.

· Students know that white light is a mixture of many wavelengths (colors) and that retinal cells react differently to different wavelengths.

· Students know light can be reflected, refracted, transmitted, and absorbed by matter.

· Students know the angle of reflection of a light beam is equal to the angle of incidence.

· Students know how to compare joints in the body (wrist, shoulder, thigh) with structures used in machines and simple devices (hinge, ball-and-socket, and sliding joints).

· Students know how levers confer mechanical advantage and how the application of this principle applies to the musculoskeletal system.

· Students now that contractions of the heart generate blood pressure and that heart valves prevent backflow of blood in the circulatory system.

INVESTIGATION AND EXPERIMENTATION

Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.  As a basis for understanding this concept and addressing the content in the other three strands, students should develop their own questions and perform investigations.  Students will:

· Select and use appropriate tools and technology (including calculators, computers, balances, spring scales, microscopes, and binoculars) to perform test, collect data, and display data.

· Use a variety of print and electronic resources (including the World Wide Web) to collect information and evidence as part of a research project.

· Communicate the logical connection among hypotheses, science concepts, tests conducted, data collected, and conclusions drawn from the scientific evidence.

· Construct scale models, maps, and appropriately labeled diagrams to communicate scientific knowledge (e.g., motion of Earth’s plates and cell structure).

· Communicate the steps and results from an investigation in written reports and oral presentations.

Standards for Grade 8

Focus on Physical Science

MOTION

The velocity of an object is the rate of change of its position. As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know position is defined in relation to some choice of a standard reference point and a set of reference directions.

· Students know that average speed is the total distance traveled divided by the total time elapsed and that the speed of an object along the path traveled can vary.

· Students know how to solve problems involving distance, time, and average speed.

· Students know the velocity of an object must be described by specifying both the directions and the speed of the object.

· Students know changes in velocity may be due to changes in speed, direction, or both.

· Students know how to interpret graphs of position versus time and graphs of speed versus time for motion in a single direction.

FORCES

Unbalanced forces cause changes in velocity. As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know a force has both direction and magnitude.

· Students know when an object is subject to two or more forces at once; the result is the cumulative effect of all the forces.

· Students know when the forces on an object are balanced; the motion of the object does not change.

· Students know how to identify separately the two or more forces that are acting on a single static object, including gravity, elastic forces due to tension or compression in matter, and friction.

· Students know that when the forces on an object are unbalanced, the object will change its velocity (that is, it will speed up, slow down, or change directions).

· Students know the greater the mass of an object; the more force is needed to achieve the same rate of change in motion.

· Students know the role of gravity in forming and maintaining the shapes of planets, stars, and the solar system.

STRUCTURE OF MATTER

Each of the more than 100 elements has distinct properties and a distinct atomic structure.  All forms of matter are composed of one or more of the elements.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know the structure of the atom and know it is composed of protons, neutrons, and electrons.

· Students know that compounds are formed by combining two or more different elements and that compounds have properties that are different from their constituent elements.

· Students know atoms and molecules form solid by building up repeating patterns, such as the crystal structure NaCl or long-chain polymers.

· Students know that states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) depend on molecular motion.

· Students know that in solid that atoms are closely locked in position and can only vibrate; in liquids the atoms and molecules are more loosely connected and can collide with and move past one another; and in gases the atoms and molecules are free to move independently, colliding frequently.

· Students know how to use the periodic table to identify elements in simple compounds.

EARTH IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM (EARTH SCIENCE)

The structure and composition of the universe can be learned from studying stars and galaxies and their evolution.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know galaxies are clusters of billions of stars and may have different shapes.

· Students know that the Sun is one of the many stars in the Milky Way galaxy and that stars may differ in size, temperature, and color.

· Students know how to use astronomical units and light years as measures of distances between the Sun, stars, and Earth.

· Students know that stars are the source of light for all bright objects in outer space and that the Moon and planets shine by reflected sunlight, not by their own light.

· Students know the appearance, general composition, relative position and size, and motion of objects in the solar system, including planets, planetary satellites, comets, and asteroids.

REACTIONS

Chemical reactions are processes in which atoms are rearranged into different combinations of molecules.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know that carbon, because of its ability to combine in many ways with itself and other elements, has a central role in the chemistry of living organisms.

· Students know that living organisms are made of molecules consisting largely of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, phosphorus, and sulfur.

· Students now that living organisms have many different kinds of molecules, including small ones, such as water and salt, and very large ones, such as carbohydrate, fats, proteins, and DNA.

PERIODIC TABLE

The organization of the Periodic Table is based on the properties of the elements and reflects the structure of atoms.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know how to identify regions corresponding to metals, nonmetals, and inert gases.

· Students know each element has a specific number of protons in the nucleus (the atomic number) and each isotope of the element has a different by specific number of neutrons in the nucleaus.

· Students know substances can be classified by their properties, including their melting temperature, density, hardness, and thermal and electrical conductivity.

DENSITY AND BUOYANCY

All objects experience a buoyant force when immersed in a fluid.  As a basis for understanding this concept:

· Students know density is mass per unit volume.

· Students know how to calculate the density of substances (regular and irregular solids and liquids) from measurements of mass and volume.

· Students know the buoyant force of an object in a fluid is an upward force equal to the weight of the fluid the object has displaced.

· Students know how to predict whether an object will sink or float.

INVESTIGATION AND EXPERIMENTATION

Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.  As a basis for understanding this concept and addressing the content in the other three strands, students should develop their own questions and perform investigations.  Students will:

· Plan and conduct a scientific investigation to test a hypothesis.

· Evaluate the accuracy and reproducibility of data.

· Distinguish between variable and controlled parameters in a test.

· Recognize the slope of the linear graph as the constant in the relationship (y = k x) and apply this principle in interpreting graphs constructed from data.

· Construct appropriate graphs from data and develop quantitative statements about the relationships between variables.

· Apply simple mathematic relationships to determine a missing quantity in a mathematic expression, given the two remaining terms (including speed = distance/ time, density= mass/volume, force= pressure x area, volume = area x height).

· Distinguish between linear and nonlinear relationships on a graph of data
Physical Education

The standards in physical education set a vision for all students to be physically educated and have fun while moving.  A physically educated person is one who has mastered the necessary movement skills to participate confidently in many different forms of physical activity, values, fitness, and understands that both are related to health and well being.

Health Science

The health science content is taught through “The Great Body Shop” program.  It emphasizes: Personal Health; Consumer & Community Health; Injury Prevention & Safety; Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drugs; Safe Schools; Nutrition; Environmental Health; and Individual Growth and Development.

Visual and Performing Arts

The Visual and Performing Arts is a part of the core curriculum for all students to ensure that all experience the power and beauty of the arts.  Arts education helps students develop a wide range of skills that they can use in many disciplines.  It stimulates originality and creative ability in students and can play an important role in preparing students for careers and life-long learning.

The goals of the Camino School Visual and Performing Arts Program are as follows:

· To ensure students will acquire knowledge of and develop skills in the visual and performing arts

· To enable all students to expand their creative potential

· To empower all students to value the arts through knowledge of, experiences with, and expression in the arts

· To provide all students with multicultural opportunities

· To ensure all students learn visual and performing arts within an integrated curriculum which is enriched by literature and draws upon students’ own experiences

Technology

The Camino Union School District technology standards are intended to provide benchmarks so that teachers, students, and parents may more easily measure progress made towards broader national standards.  These technology skills are important tools to increase student learning and achievement.

Standards for Grade 7

BASICS

· Use proper keyboard fingering, techniques and posture

· Touch type at 20 words per minute

· Learn basic HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language)

APPLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

· Create a manual for a simple household device containing instructional diagrams

· Create web pages

· Create interactive fiction using a multimedia program

· Create a spreadsheet containing formulas and charts

RESEARCH
· Use the internet to research projects for other classes and for complex research projects
· Evaluate sources for credibility

Standards for Grade 8

BASICS

· Use proper keyboard fingering, techniques and posture

· Touch type at 25 words per minute

· Manage student work and folders stored on the file server

APPLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

· Create a web site with seven interconnected pages

· Create floor programs using a CAD program

· Create and present multimedia projects

RESEARCH
· Use the internet to research projects for other classes and for complex research projects
· Conduct interviews for projects

Our Local Resource Available All Over the World:

http://cusd.edcoe.k12.ca.us/
Using Our Web Site to Help Your Child Succeed

Did you know that Camino Union School District maintains an up-to-date web site?  This location on the web has resources for parents and students including links to sites for academic assistance, parenting advice, using the Internet with children, and much more.  From this site, you can also link to your child’s school web site.

To access our site, point your browser to the address above or type in Camino Union School on any search engine.

Once in the site, you may wish to visit:

There are many other resources at our web site that you will want to explore.  Please note that we are building and adding to our site frequently and we encourage your feedback. 
