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Riverside Student Performance Index (RSPI)

Introduction

The Riverside Unified School District (RUSD) Board of Education and Superintendent have requested that the Department of Educational Accountability develop a Riverside Student Performance Index (RSPI) to measure the performance of RUSD schools. 

The purpose of this report is to present specific recommendations for the 1999 RSPI.  

1999 Riverside RSPI

A. Which elements will be included in the 1999 baseline RSPI?

The baseline 1999 RSPI will include the percent of students meeting overall grade-level performance standards in reading/language arts and mathematics at advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic levels in grades K-12 when multiple measures (e.g., Stanford 9, SABE/2, district reading, writing, and math assessments) are combined.  Additionally, at grades 9-12, the percent of students scoring at advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic levels on the Stanford 9 science and social science tests will be included in the RSPI.

B. What scale will be used for the RSPI?

The measurement scale for the RSPI will be 0 to 1400.

While a scale of 0 to 100 might be more "intuitively acceptable," a score on this scale might be confused with percentile scores or the percentage of pupils meeting a single performance criterion.  The use of a scale of 0 to 1400 for the RSPI will also keep the results from being confused with the state API which will utilize a scale of 200 to 1000.  

C. What set of weighting factors will be used with the four performance levels?

The RSPI utilizes a system of weighting factors (0, 400, 1000, 1400) which will provide schools with relatively more credit for moving pupils from basic to proficient levels and less but equal credit for moving pupils from below basic to basic and proficient to advanced levels.  

The RSPI gives schools an incentive for increasing the percent of students meeting grade-level standards (i.e. performance at a proficient level).  In RUSD, more than half of the students are at basic and proficient levels while a relative smaller proportion are at advanced and below basic levels.  
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2
Basic
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1
Below Basic         
      0



N/A

Using the RSPI weighting factors of  0, 400, 1000, and 1400, a school's RSPI will increase by 6 points (Gain of 600 x 1% = 6 points) for moving each additional percent of students from a basic to a proficient level when compared to the previous year.  Additionally, a school's RSPI will increase by 4 points (Gain of 400 x 1% = 4 points) for moving one additional percent of students from a below basic to basic level and from a proficient to advanced level.

D. How will the reading/language arts and mathematics content areas be weighted in computing the 1999 RSPI?

The RSPI content area weights are the same as those used by the state in the identification of schools for the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools program (II/USP).

The RSPI utilizes content weights of 60% for reading/language arts and 40% for mathematics at the elementary and middle school levels.  Content weights of 40% for reading/language arts, 20% for mathematics, 20% for science, and 20% for social science are utilized at the high school level. 

E. Are performance levels of pupils who have been enrolled in a school for less than a year included in the RSPI?

Only the performance levels of pupils who have been enrolled in a RUSD school since the beginning of the year are included in the RSPI.

The RSPI will include performance results for pupils who have been enrolled in a school since the beginning of the year.  In effect, this eliminates from consideration the test results of English language learners who have been enrolled in a school for less than one year.   The state level API will also exclude students who have not been enrolled in the district for the entire year.  

F. Should the results of primary language tests be incorporated into the 1999 RSPI?

The results of primary language tests taken by English language learners are incorporated into the RSPI.

The RUSD method of combining multiple measures to determine the overall grade-level performance of a pupil allows student SABE/2 Spanish achievement test results to substitute for Stanford 9 scores, if they are higher.  Additionally, most of the district reading, writing, and math assessments are also available for Spanish speaking English language learners to take in Spanish, if the pupils have not yet transitioned to English reading and writing.  

G. How are individual pupil results aggregated to arrive at a single number for a school?

The percentages of pupils meeting overall grade-level standards at advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic levels for a content area are combined to produce a summary result for the content area.  Summary results from each content area are then combined to produce a single number.

For the RSPI, the percentages of pupils within each performance level:  advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic will be calculated.  This methodology is sensitive to gains (and losses) by both high and low-achieving pupils as well as high and lower-performance schools.

H. What is the districtwide RSPI performance target?

The districtwide RSPI performance target is 1,000 for the district and each school.  

A districtwide RSPI performance target defines an exemplary level of performance to which the district and all schools should attain.  A target of 1,000 represents the RSPI value a school would have if all of the students were at a proficient level in each content area.  A growth target of 1,000 will also provide high-performing schools capacity to demonstrate growth.  The state level API, will utilize an interim statewide growth target of 800.
I. How will the five percent Annual RSPI Growth Target be defined?

The annual RSPI growth target will correspond to five percent of the distance between a school's RSPI from the previous year and the districtwide performance target of 1,000. 

The method for computing annual growth targets must meet three criteria:

•
The annual growth targets for schools must be at once rigorous and reachable.

•
The annual growth targets should require slightly more effort to attain on the part of low-performing schools in order to close the gap between the district target and the RSPI of low- and high-performing schools.

•
The annual growth targets should reflect the priority of moving more students from a basic to proficient level of performance.

Using five percent of the distance to the districtwide performance target of 1,000 meets the above three basic criteria.

J. Is comparable improvement required of each numerically significant subgroup?

Schools are required to have each numerically significant ethnic and socioeconomically disadvantaged subgroup meet or exceed 80% of the schoolwide growth target. 

"Comparable" does not necessarily imply "equal."  Any ethnic or socioeconomically disadvantaged subgroup of at least 100 pupils will constitute a "numerically significant" subgroup, even if that subgroup does not constitute 15 percent of the total enrollment at a school. A "socioeconomically disadvantaged" pupil is defined as 1) a pupil neither of whose parent has received a high school diploma and/or 2) a pupil who participates in the free or reduced price lunch program.

Appendix A

How to Calculate the 1999 RSPI for a School and 2000 RSPI Target
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